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Yet the Importance of the second influence, that of wealth
or property actually acquired, is not to be underestimated.
It would be a very undesirable state of affairs morally if
governmental compulsion had to undertake everything that
voluntary liberality and spontaneous interest now do for the
intellectual benefits of life, and might do in far greater
measure if the rich were as clearly conscious of their moral
function as one could wish. To compel the performance of
such acts is surely as undesirable as the transformation of
voluntary work in any profession into paid labour under
public supervision. In both cases the very elextient that is
of especial moral value is lost, namely, liberty of production.

It is a necessary consequence of the division of property
and the concomitant division of material and intellectual
labour that the two moral effects of property are supple-
mentary to each other. That is, where property once ac-
quired furnishes an opportunity for the highest moral
functions, the ethical influence of the process of acquisition
itself is diminished. The rich man, while he may ennoble
by his benefactions the wealth he has inherited, or has
accumulated under the working of outside forces, cannot
know the ethical inQucnce of toil, whose effects are the
blessing of the humble labourer. It is only in a moderate
station of life, where the individual's earnings are sufficient
to allow him to use his property for moral ends as well as for
his own needs, that we find both influences combined.

Precisely for this reason a moderate station of life Is most
favourable to morality. Fate, rather than any merit of its
own, has made it least subject to the governance of immoral
impulses. If a man is poor, and has to struggle for the
necessaries of life, he easily loses the sense of pleasure in
his work; and then, in seeking to find an easier way to
obtain what fortune has denied him, uses immoral means*
As for the rich man, the more easily his wealth rolls in, the